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Foreword 

Dear readers,  

UCL Laws prides itself with be-
ing one of the most diverse and 
vibrant student bodies in the UK. 
The idea behind the 3rd edition of 
the magazine originates in this 
very appraisal of the diversity we 
value at our faculty. It includes 
reports written by your very own 
fellow students about how to 
qualify in their home country - as 
many have done and certainly 
will do after obtaining the LLB 
or LLM at UCL. I would like to 
express my gratitude to every 
student who took the time to 
write a contribution for this art-
icle - Thanks for helping me out!  
A new feature of this year’s 
edition includes pieces written by 
UCL alumni, who reminisce their 
time at UCL, tell us about their 
subsequent career path and share 
tips on how to make the most of 
your time at UCL. I would like to 
thank the UCL Alumni Com-
munity for providing a platform 
where alumni and current UCL 
students can connect. I was 
overwhelmed by the prompt and 
enthusiastic responses I received 
when I emailed former students 
asking whether they would like 
to contribute to the magazine.  

I encourage you to make use of 
the network UCL provides you 
with - if you have any questions 
for people who have taken a ca-
reer path you are interested in, 
the alumni network is there to 
help you out. 
I hope that this new section will 
become an integral part of the 
magazine and that we will have 
the privilege of hearing several 
more success stories in future 
editions. 
Lastly, I would like to extend my 
thanks to Slaughter and May, 
who kindly agreed to sponsor this 
edition of the Next Destination. 

All the best, 

Mercedes Hering 
Overseas Officer  
UCL Law Society 2017/18  



I’d like to qualify in… 

France 
The French do not make a distinc-
tion between barristers and solicit-
ors. This means that all future law-
yers have to go through the same 
exam to become an ‘avocat’. This 
exam is  commonly  referred  to  as 
the ‘barreau’ (i.e. the Bar) and con-
sists of different stages. 

To apply for the French Bar in the 
first  place,  you  must  either  be  a 
qualified lawyer (in a country other 
than France), or have completed a 
Masters,  although most applicants 
tend  to  have  completed  at  least 
two. If you do not complete your 
M1 (or ‘maîtrise’) in French Law, 
you will be required to provide an 
equivalent  diploma  (e.g.  an  LLM 
in  Common  Law).  However  you 
should note that if your country of 
origin  is  not  part  of  the  EU,  you 
could  only  become  a  lawyer  in 
France if your country reciprocally 
allows  for  French  citizens  to  be-
come lawyers in your country. On 
the other hand, if you are already a 
qualified lawyer in a non-EU coun-
try  and  would  like  to  practice  in 
France  you  will  be  required  to 
complete  an  exam to  verify  your 
knowledge of the French legal sys-
tem. If successful, you will then be 

able  to  register  with  the  regional 
bar of your choice. 
The first stage of the Bar is your 
enrolment  in  an  IEJ  (Institut 
d’Etudes  Judiciaires).  There  is 
one  attached  to  every  French 
university offering law courses. It 
is mandatory to be enrolled in an 
IEJ  in  order  to  access  the  next 
stage. 

Your  IEJ  will  prepare  you  for  a 
year, with weekly classes and lec-
tures  that  are  optional  (although 
highly recommended), after which 
you will sit the CRFPA exam. This 
highly  competitive  assessment, 
which  may  only  be  undertaken 
three times, is extremely important 
as it determines whether or not you 
will have access to the training ne-
cessary to become an ‘avocat’. The 
CRFPA (Centre Régional de Form-
ation  Professionelle  d’Avocat’)  or 
‘Ecole  de  Formation  du 
Barreau’  (the  Paris  equivalent) 
therefore  sits  as  a  sort  of  law 
school,  which  will  provide  you 
with  professional  training.  Each 
IEJ will create their own entrance 
exam for  the  CRFPA so that  you 
might find that  there are different 
success rates across different IEJs. 



However you can expect all IEJs to 
provide you with all the necessary 
knowledge to successfully pass the 
exam. 
Some  students  choose  to  prepare 
for  the  CRFPA as  they  are  com-
pleting their M2, in order to accel-
erate the long process of becoming 
an avocat. 
After  succeeding  on  your  exam, 
you will enter the second stage and 
become an official member of the 
CRFPA.  Here  you  will  receive 
some  valuable  professional  train-
ing  organised  by  the  school  over 
the  course  of  eighteen  months. 
This training is cut down into three 
six  months  long  periods,  each  of 
which will provide with a different 
aspect of the training.

The first period is theoretical. Dur-
ing  that  time  you  will  attend 
classes where you will be provided 
with all  the necessary fundament-
als of the practice of law. 
The  second  period  consists  of  a 
more practical training as each stu-
dent will  be required to carry out 
an individual project referred to as 
PPI  (‘Projet  Pédagogique  Indi-

viduel’).  It  takes the form of six-
month long internship in any law-
related area of your choice. For the 
last period, you will have to com-
plete an internship in a law office. 
Here,  you will  get your very first 
taste of what it is to be a lawyer in 
France. You will acquire the neces-
sary  skills  to  work  as  a  full-time 
lawyer and you might even end up 
with  a  valuable  job  offer.  It  is 
therefore  recommended  to  care-
fully choose your internship.

Finally  you  will  be  required  to 
pass  the  CAPA  (‘Certificat 
d’Aptitude  à  la  Profession 
d’Avocat’).  This  exam  is  much 
less  selective  than  the  one  to 
enter  the CRFPA, with a 98.8% 
success  in  2013.  This  certifica-
tion  allows you to  take  an  oath 
before a French Court of Appeal 
and to register with the regional 
bar of your choice.

Aglaé Pallincourt
Second year English with French 
law student 



I’d like to qualify in.. 

Germany 
To qualify as a lawyer in Germany 
a law student needs to pass two 
state examinations, the „erstes und 
zweites Staatsexamen“. The first 
state examination typically brings 
to an end the academic part of the 
German law studies after 9 
semesters at university, while the 
second state examination is sat 
after two years of legal clerkship 
(“Referendariat”), during which 
the student passes through different 
stages of practical training at all 
major legal institutions (court of 
law, prosecution service, solicit-
or’s/barrister’s office, administrat-
ive office, plus another institution 
of choice).  

Unfortunately an LLB from a Brit-
ish university does not suffice to 
qualify for any of the common leg-
al professions in Germany, as per-
mission to work in the legal field 
in Germany requires quite pro-
found knowledge of the German 
legal system. While it is possible to 
apply for the recognition of the 
LLB in Germany, the student will 
in most cases still be asked to sit 
most or all of the exams of the “er 

stes Staatsexamen” to prove their 
familiarity with the German legal 
system; this usually takes about 
two years to prepare for.  
Subsequently the student will 
have to pass his “zweites Staat-
sexamen” following the two 
years of legal clerkship every 
German law student has to com-
plete. Only afterwards he can call 
himself “Volljurist” and apply for 
a job e.g. at a court or a solicit-
or’s or prosecutor’s office in 
Germany.  

Another possibility to qualify as 
a lawyer in Germany is through 
one’s professional career. A fully 
qualified lawyer from another 
country can apply for a German 
licence after having worked in 
Germany with his foreign quali-
fication for three years – this 
possibility, however, is regulated 
under EU law and therefore lim-
ited to EU member states.  

Lena Kolloge 
Second year English and German 
law student 



I’d like to qualify in.. 

Scotland 
It is very unusual for a person with 
an English Law degree to convert 
to Scots Law. However, with some 
research and a willingness to 
commit a large amount of time it is 
still possible. A Law degree from 
England and Wales and the LPC 
are not accredited by the Law So-
ciety of Scotland. There is also no 
equivalent of the English GDL so 
any aspiring solicitor or advocate 
will have to complete a whole new 
set of qualifications. 

Completing the traditional LLB 
undergraduate degree in Scots 
law 
The standard route to qualification 
is to complete an LLB degree in 
Scots Law over four years. This 
can be studied at ten universities 
across Scotland. After this, stu-
dents go on to study the DPLP and 
complete a two year traineeship at 
a Scottish law firm. 

Practising in Scotland without 
any Scottish qualifications 
There are opportunities in Scottish 
Law firms for those who have not 
done a conversion course because 
of the nature of many clients. They 
often work on both sides of the 
border and as a result many law 

firms require solicitors who have 
an English degree or, even better, 
are dual qualified. For example, 
Morton Fraser employs a team of 
seven English-qualified solicitors 
based in Scotland 
Many of the large English firms 
such as DLA Piper and Pinsent 
Masons also have a presence in 
Scotland. Some of the largest Scot-
tish law firms are Brodies and 
Maclay, Murray and Spens. How-
ever, due to the size of the country 
and the legal sector, there are fewer 
opportunities and pay is a lot lower 
than that offered in London. 

English solicitors looking to re-
qualify as Scottish solicitors  
Those looking to take this route 
must complete the Intra-UK trans-
fer test. This very complicated 
route to qualification starts with a 
fee of £400 which must be lodged 
at the start of the application pro-
cess. An original and up to date 
Certificate of Good Standing from 
the Law Society in England then 
must also be provided. After the 
application has been processed, a 
solicitor can go on to sit the exam. 



For Law graduates in England 
Entry into the Scottish legal pro-
fession for English graduates starts 
via the graduate entry LLB. This 
course is offered over two years 
and leads to an ordinary under-
graduate degree in Scots law. Cer-
tain institutions also offer a part 
time option over three years and 
depending on what modules have 
been taken during the initial Eng-
lish degree, there is the option of 
skipping certain modules. 
Following the completion of this 
course, the route to qualification is 
the same as for all other law 
graduates. The first stage is to 
study for the Diploma in Profes-
sional Legal Practise (DPLP). The 
course is typically nine months and 

is ran between September and 
April. However, some providers do 
also offer the course part time over 
two years. Fees are set at around 
£7500 and for international stu-
dents this can stretch to £18000. 
However, like in England many 
law firms will help their future 
trainees financially.  

The next stage is to complete a two 
year traineeship at a law firm. 
Firms recruit at a variety of stages 
throughout so for more informa-
tion consult individual law firm’s 
websites. 

Lucy Young 
Second year law student  

I’d like to qualify in.. 

Spain 

In Spain, a lawyer is known as an 
abogado (pl. abogados). There are 
currently about 122,000 practicing 
abogados and 39,800 non-practi-
cing abogados registered in Spain. 

There is a national bar associ-
ation (Consejo General de la 
Abogacía Española) representing 
the profession of abogado at a na-
tional level in Spain. The structure 

of the Spanish legal profession is 
decentralised, with 83 local bar as-
sociations (Colegios de Abogados) 
holding most of the regulatory 
powers. 

Registration with the local bar as-
sociation is mandatory for a lawyer 
to be able to practice. Once an 
abogado is registered with the local 
bar association he or she is entitled 



to practice as an abogado any-
where in Spain. 

Spain implemented the Establish-
ment Directive 98/5/EC transposed 
to Spanish domestic law by virtue 
of Royal decree RD 936/2001, of 
3rd August 2001). Establishment is 
permitted for EU, EEA and Swiss 
nationals who are qualified in these 
countries, under their home title. It 
allows them to give advice in in-
ternational law, the law of their 
home country as well as Spanish 
law. EU and EEA nationals who 
wish to practice the profession of 
lawyer on a permanent basis in 
Spain shall be registered with a 
Spanish Bar Association that cor-
responds to the area in which they 
establish their only or principal 
professional domicile. After three 
years of practice in Spain, they are 
eligible to requalification as a 
Spanish abogado. 

Solicitors of England and Wales 
(and other EU, EEA and Swiss 
qualified lawyers) seeking to re-
qualify in Spain can do so in two 
ways:  

• Through Art. 10 of the Estab-
lishment Directive 98/5/EC, un-
der conditions of nationality and 
after three years of regular and 
effective practice of Spanish law 
in Spain. 

• Through the Diplomas Directive 
89/48/EEC, now incorporated 

into the Recognition of Profes-
sional Qualifications Directive 
2005/36/EC. 

Qualification as an Abogado 

Law graduates will also need to 
complete a work experience 
placement and pass a state exam in 
order to qualify as an abogado. The 
following route will therefore be 
applicable: 

I. University Degree (Licenciado 
en Derecho, Graduado en 
Derecho, or equivalent title) 

II. 2-year training period, during 
which the trainee cannot re-
ceive salary but may be granted 
a law firm scholarship. 

III. Pass the evaluation State exam 
(Article 17 of the Royal Decree 
of 16 June 2011). 

IV. Continuing Professional Devel-
opment (“CPD”) 

There are currently no mandatory 
minimum CPD requirements for 
abogados. 

Ines Leiva 

Spanish law student at Universidad 
Carlos III de Madrid, UCL 
Erasmus year 2016/2017  



I’d like to qualify in.. 

Singapore 
An erstwhile British colony, 
Singapore adopts the English 
common law system. Unlike 
England & Wales, however, there 
is no solicitor-barrister divide and 
the legal profession is fused. An 
understated distinction thus lies 
between “corporate” and “litiga-
tion” lawyers, with the latter as-
suming greater court appearance 
responsibilities to the extent of 
resembling barristers per se. 

Fresh graduates who wish to 
qualify as advocates and solicit-
ors of the Singapore Bar must 
hail from approved universities 
in the Australia, New Zealand, 
Singapore, United Kingdom and 
the United States.  

The requirements to qualify as an 
advocate and solicitor in Singapore 
are considerably stringent – they 
include being a Singapore citizen 
or permanent resident and attaining 
at least a Lower Second Class 
Honours or equivalent in a law de-
gree. One will need to go through a 
three-stage qualifying process: 
completing Relevant Legal Train-
ing (RLT), passing the Singapore 
Bar Examinations and completing 
the Practice Training Period (PTP). 

As compared to qualifying routes 
in other jurisdictions, the process 
in Singapore is relatively short and 
straightforward. The major law 
firms in Singapore are familiar 
with this process and often guide 
their prospective associates.  

Relevant Legal Training 

Typically, the RLT refers to any 
supervised legal training under a 
formal arrangement with a Singa-
pore law firm. The RLT has to be 
done for a period of six months 
within a continuous period of eight 
months. It can be done before, 
concurrently with, or after Part A 
of the Bar Examinations.  

Singapore Bar Exam 

Part A of the Bar Examinations is a 
conversion examination. There are 
five compulsory subjects: Singa-
pore Legal System, Company Law, 
Criminal Law, Evidence Law and 
Land Law. All examinations for 
Part A are open-book examina-
tions. There is an optional prepar-
atory course that is conducted from 
January to April, and the examina-
tions are usually held in late April. 
Part B of the Bar Examinations is 



only open to those who have 
already completed Part A. It in-
cludes Civil Litigation, Criminal 
Litigation, Insolvency Law, Real 
Estate Practice, Family Law, Eth-
ics and Professional Responsibil-
ity, Professional Skills, and two 
other 17 elective subjects. The full-
time preparatory course usually 
starts in July and ends in Decem-
ber.  

Practice Training Period 

After completing Part B, you will 
need to obtain approval from the 
Singapore Institute of Legal Edu-
cation (SILE) before starting your 
PTP. Like the RLT, the PTP lasts 
for six months. It is generally done 
via a training contract with a 
Singapore law firm. This training 
contract is broader than the RLT in 
that it must include two or more 
practice areas. During this time, 
you may also be required to attend 
SILE’s courses, workshops and 
programmes. Shortly after com-
pleting the PTP, you will be called 
to the bar. Given the recent glut of 
law graduates from foreign uni-
versities, competition for a place at 
a top Singapore law firm is fierce. 
Strong academic grades and excel-
lent communication skills are 

paramount. Internship experience 
and extra-curricular achievements 
are also helpful. 

Practising Law in Singapore 

While qualification is essential to 
practising Singapore law and hav-
ing rights of audience before the 
Singapore courts, it is not a pre-
requisite for practising English law 
in the areas of banking and fin-
ance. As such, it is perfectly prac-
ticable for a lawyer to complete the 
Legal Practitioner Course (LPC) in 
England & Wales, qualify as a so-
licitor of England & Wales and end 
up practising English law in 
Singapore.One need not have 
graduated from the list of Com-
monwealth universities mentioned 
earlier if he chooses to go down 
this stated route. In particular, he/
she may even apply to practise 
Singapore law and appear before 
the Singapore courts, provided that 
he/she passes the Foreign Practi-
tioner Examinations after having 
had three years of relevant work 
experience. 

Shawn Siah 
Second year law student 



I’d like to qualify in.. 

Malaysia 
So you've just finished your SPM 
and you want to be a lawyer in 
Malaysia. Good news! Qualifying 
is not as daunting and as difficult 
as people may portray it to be. 
Let's break down the system: there 
are 3 key ways in which a student 
can be called to the Malaysian Bar. 

Certificate of Legal Practice 

The Certificate of Legal Practice 
(CLP) is a qualifying examination 
for anyone who wants to return 
and practice Law in Malaysia. It 
comprises of written examinations 
in 10+ modules that is to be com-
pleted and sat for in order to quali-
fy. To be eligible for the CLP (es-
pecially for U.K Law Degree hold-
ers), the following criteria must be 
adhered to: 

A minimum of 3 credits at SPM 
level or its equivalent obtained in 
one and the same examination. 
A minimum of 2 principal passes 
at STPM level or its equivalent ob-
tained in one and the same exam-
ination. (The duration of the STPM 
course or its equivalent shall be a 
minimum of 1 academic year) 
A recognised law degree (UCL's 
LLB is fine!) 

After passing the CLP (which un-
fortunately has a passing rate of 
approximately 41.3% as of 2017), 
you must then do a 9-month pupil-
lage in a law firm before you can 
be called to the bar.  

The CLP is great because it is both 
the shortest and most cost efficient 
route to the qualification. Despite 
being infamously challenging, it is 
recognised as one of the best ways 
to qualify as a Lawyer in Malaysia.  

Bar Profess ional Training 
Course 

Don't feel completing a qualifying 
test in Malaysia? The alternative 
would be for students to register 
for the Bar Professional Training 
Course (BPTC). In order to do this, 
students must first be admitted to 
an Inn of Court. The BPTC (previ-
ously the Bar Vocational Course or 
BVC) is a postgraduate course 
which allows law graduates to be 
named and practice as barristers in 
England and Wales. Transferring 
that qualification over to Malaysia 
would require you to first obtain a 
pupillage and be called to the bar 



in England by one of the four re-
cognised bodies, namely Lincoln's 
Inn, Gray's Inn, Middle Temple or 
Inner Temple). 

After successfully doing so, you 
are now a barrister-at-law in Eng-
land. The transfer to qualify in Ma-
laysia would require students to 
chamber at a Malaysian firm for 9-
months (the standard time for pu-
pillage).  

This route may seem glamorous 
but require both financial capabilit-
ies as well as academic prowess as 
you are required to learn Malaysi-
an Law by yourself as compared to 
the CLP which teaches domestic 
Law to you during your course. 
Having said that, conversely, this 
course is particularly valuable for 
those planning to focus on litiga-
tion in their career as well as 
provides flexibility for the future 
assuming you do not wish to prac-
tice in Malaysia forever. 

Training Contract 

Recommended for those who do 
not plan to focus on litigation in 
the future, this alternative route 
requires students to complete both 
the Legal Professional Course and 
a training contract before being 
able to be called to the bar in Ma-

laysia. A training contract is the 
final stage of the path to qualify-
ing as a solicitor. The standard 
duration for a training contract is 
2 years whereas the Legal Profes-
sional Course lasts approximately 
12 months. If you are lucky, some 
firms may offer you an acceler-
ated 6-month programme instead.  

After completing both Legal Pro-
fessional Course and the training 
contract, students must then quali-
fy with the Solicitors Regulation 
Authority and be a member of The 
Law Society of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature England be-
fore being allowed to qualify in 
Malaysia.  

As the focus of this course would 
be the employment in a law firm 
to insulate the practical phase of 
this qualification, it is extremely 
rewarding for fresh graduates to 
be able to pocket that 2 year ex-
perience. However, competition is 
extremely stiff for training con-
tracts as only a handful of gradu-
ates actually are offered places in 
firms at that early stage of their 
careers.   

Abel Gerard Law Shuo Quan 
Second year law student  



I’d like to qualify in.. 

Russia 
To qualify in Russia, an under-
graduate law degree is necessary 
along with a Specialist in Law or 
Jurist degree and then passing 
oral examinations.  

However, no license is needed to 
practice law as a legal consult-
ant, although only members of 
the Russian bar associates are 
permitted to appear in criminal 
proceedings.  

Judges  

Russia has the following court 
hierarchy;  

• Constitutional court  
• Supreme curt  
• Regional court 
• District courts 
• Arbitration courts  
• Magistrate courts 

Judges serve for life and are ap-
pointed by the Federation Coun-
cil. To become a judge, a can-
didate must be recommended by 
the Supreme Court Collegium to 
the President.  

Judges of the constitutional court 
are nominated by the President 
and appointed for 12 years by 
the Federation Council, must be 
at least 40 years old and retire at 
70. They must have served in 
law for 15 years.  

Judges of regional and city 
courts are usually appointed by 
chief executives of subnational 
jurisdictions (although formally, 
this is the responsibility of the 
Russian Minister of Justice).  

Judges of district courts are ex-
pected to have a minimum 5 
years experience as a lawyer, 
pass exams set by the Ministry 
of Justice and are appointed by 
the President.  

Advocates 

An attorney with legal qualifica-
tions belonging to an organised 
structure of advocates (the Rus-
sian equivalent of being ‘called 
to the bar’, as it is in the UK). 
Anyone with a legal education 
can practice but only members of 
the Advokatura can practice in a 
Criminal Court.  



It is necessary to pass an exam 
set by the Advokatura in order to 
become a member. To sit the 
exam, a higher legal education (a 
specialist degree) with minimum 
2 years experience in legal work 
or training at a law firm is neces-
sary. Whilst the exam is both 
written and oral, the greater em-
phasis is on the oral part.  

Firms  

There is no such understanding 
as a ‘law firm’ in Russia. In-
stead, lawyers commonly work 
in-house and represent that spe-
cific company which they work 
for. To do this, applications are 
usually made to the company 
directly unless that company 

demands specific requirements 
to be fulfilled (in which case, 
check with the company you 
wish to apply to).  

There are, of course, a number of 
overseas law firm offices – in-
cluding Magic Circle firms such 
as Allen & Overy and Clifford 
Chance. To apply to these, fol-
low their standard application 
procedure (ie. undergraduate 
law/ non-law degree, Vacation 
Schemes and TC applications) 
and then request to be trans-
ferred to the Moscow office in a 
way specific to that firm. 

Maria Korchik 
Second year law student  

I’d like to qualify in.. 

India 
The pathway to qualification in the 
Indian subcontinent is guided by 
the fact that India is a common-
wealth country, as a result of which 
the essence of the Indian constitu-
tion and the core of majority of its 
laws (barring Family and Marital 
laws) find their foundation in Eng-
lish laws. The practical con-
sequence of this similarity is that 
India recognises an LLB law de-

gree from a list of ‘recognised UK 
universities’, which include all col-
leges under University of London, 
like UCL along with Universities 
o f Oxford , Cambr idge and 
Durham.  

Relevant further education 
As of June 2016, it is recommen-
ded that there should be only one 
bridge course for Indian students 



obtaining LLB from United King-
dom as the three-year first degree 
course. In order to meet the gap 
between the prescribed curriculum 
of Bar Council of India and re-
spective universities, it is also 
noted that some United Kingdom 
and European countries have LLB 
as first bachelor degree course over 
a period of four years. 
Therefore the recommendation is 
that the bridge course shall either 
or be of one year (for those who 
took four year course) and two 
year (for those who took three year 
course). The bridge course shall 
comprise the following as essential 
(compulsory papers) and other 
courses are optional picked up by 
respective students based upon the 
gap between the University pro-
gramme and Bar council of India 
prescribed programme.  
UCL graduates wishing to qualify 
in India must sit for the ‘qualifying 
examination for Indian nationals/
citizens holding foreign law de-
grees’, which take place in June-
July at the premises of the Bar 
Council of India. The examinations 
consist of six 100-mark papers in 
the subjects of Constitution of In-
dia, Contract Law & Negotiable 
Instruments Act, Company Law, 
Civil procedure Code and Limita-
tion Act, Criminal Procedure Code, 
Indian Legal Profession and Code 
of Ethics. 

Alternative Routes 

An alternative to sitting the six 
above-mentioned exams is com-
pleting your Three Years’ LL.B. 
course followed immediately by 1-
year whole time LPC/BVC and 
followed by a contract of service 
with a Law Firm for two years to 
be entitled to be enrolled as a soli-
citor or take pupilage for a year in 
a Chamber of a qualified Barrister.  
However this route has been a con-
tentious issue since 2016 and the 
regulation regarding the same 
ought to change in the near future.  

All India Bar Examinations 
(AIBE) 

In order to qualify as a Counsel 
(equivalent to a barrister in the 
UK) one must sit for the All India 
Bar examinations. One can appear 
for these exams any time after they 
complete their three-year law de-
gree and can appear for the exam-
inations for an unlimited number 
of times.  

Neeva Desai 
Second year law student  



Hear from UCL alumni… 

Julio César Betancourt 
It is an honour for any alumnus to 
be asked to recount his/her experi-
ence as a student at UCL, alma 
mater to various Nobel prize win-
ners and, reportedly, the first uni-
versity in England to admit stu-
dents of any race, class or religion 
as well as the first institution to 
welcome women on equal terms 
with men. I joined UCL in the au-
tumn of 2008.  
My plan was — and continues to 
be — to become one of the world’s 
leading experts in the Spanish-
speaking community in the field of 
non-court dispute resolution, par-
ticularly, within the ambit of Inter-
national Arbitration. Hence I de-
cided to obtain an LLM in Interna-
tional Business Law (a specialist 
degree), focusing on Alternative 
Dispute Resolution (ADR), Dis-
pute Resolution and Conflict Man-
agement, and International Arbitra-
tion.  
I was fortunate to have gone to 
UCL on a scholarship. The primary 
feeling at the start of the course 
was one of incredible enthusiasm. I 
had the privilege of being taught 
by various leading scholars. These 
include Professor Hazel Genn, the 
former dean of UCL Faculty of 

Laws, and a 
truly inspira-
tional teacher. 
What I enjoyed most about my 
time at UCL was the opportunity to 
learn from extremely talented indi-
viduals. Men and women who 
teach at UCL (whether adjunct or 
visiting faculty members) are 
judges, practising lawyers or high 
calibre academics who have 
proved their brilliance in many 
ways. Some of them are them-
selves graduates of UCL, such as 
Lord Woolf, the founder of the 
ADR movement in England and 
Wales.  
Upon graduation, I joined the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, a 
London-based learned society ex-
clusively devoted to the promotion 
and teaching of non-court dispute 
resolution. As the Chartered Insti-
tute of Arbitrators’ Head of Re-
search and Academic Affairs, I be-
came involved in a wide range of 
activities, including the develop-
ment of the institute’s first pro-
gramme on ADR. I also had the 
opportunity to work with a group 
of men and women of great 
renown, which resulted in the insti-
tute’s liber amicorum, i.e., Defin-



ing Issues in International Arbitra-
tion: Celebrating 100 Years of the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators, 
published by Oxford University 
Press.  
In 2016, I decided to leave the in-
stitute so as to concentrate on my 
doctoral studies in the field of In-
ternational Arbitration at the Uni-
versity of Salamanca (the oldest 
university in the Spanish-speaking 
world).  
Shortly after, I was awarded re-
cognised student status at the Uni-
versity of Oxford (Faculty of Law) 
in order to undertake my research. 
I am just about to finish the first 
draft of a book that, according to 
some experts, promises to be one  

of the most authoritative publica-
tions in the area of International 
Arbitration within the Spanish-
speaking community. Thus, I 
would like to think that everything 
is going according to plan. UCL 
paved the way for my previous and 
no doubt future achievements. Men 
and women who join UCL, regard-
less of their background, have 
something in common, i.e., a goal-
driven quest for academic excel-
lence, a critical success factor that 
enables UCL students to look back 
over a brilliant career.    

Julio César Betancourt 

 

Hear from UCL alumni… 

Fernanda Aranha Hapner 
I arrived in London September 
2015 and I was super afraid and 
excited at the same time. I remem-
ber when I got out of the tube at 
the Russel Square Station and tried 
to follow the instructions given by 
the UCL app map to arrive at the 
University. I had to arrive to the 
Main Building in order to get my 
UCL card and take the welcoming 
tour – it took me almost two 

months to memor-
ize where the law 
library, the IALS library, the en-
gineering building and etc were, so 
one extra tour wouldn´t be dis-
couraged (lol). The Bentham´s 
House was still under construction, 
so I had classes in different rooms 
and buildings. It was funny to enter 
the Biology faculty building for 
Jurisprudence and Legal Theory 



classes on Thursday mornings, for 
instance. Now the Jeremy Bentham 

house is ready, so new students are 
safe! (I guess).  

It was difficult to choose which 
subjects I was going to take and in 
the end my schedule was some-
what random: Jeremy Bentham´s 
philosophy, Jurisprudence and 
Legal Theory, International Energy 
Law, Comparative Competition 
EU law and US Antitrust law, and 
Legal Aspects of International Fin-
ance. I wanted to learn a LOT and 
I was excited and wanted to make 
the most I could from that time I 
was in the LLM at UCL. What is 
more, when I asked my tutor what 
she thought about my choice she 
super encouraged me, saying it 
was very strange, hard, extremely 
challenging and different but could 
be brilliant. I focused on brilliant 
and sticked to my plan. I am mak-
ing fun of it, but of course it was 
super hard. So hard I had to drop 
Legal Aspects of International Fin-
ance after one month crying over 
my inability to follow my ridicu-
lous plan of studies. I changed Fin-
ance for Introduction to the Law of 
the Sea with Danai Azaria, which 
was already my teacher of Interna-
tional Energy law and she was 
great. I made it to Merits. 

Definitely, if it weren´t my friends 
support and God I wouldn´t have 
been able to reach the end. It was 

the most challenging and at the 
same time the best year of my life, 
where I met the most amazing 
people, which live deep in my 
heart (and in the pictures hanging 
on the window in my room in Cur-
itiba). It was the year I could be 
regularly in touch with myself, 
with God (I fell in with love with 
the UCL chapel), with people who 
are now my family around world, 
and with an outstanding institution. 

I arrived back in Curitiba in Octo-
ber 2016, to the law firm I used to 
work. It was the same desk, but 
behind it a new me, with an in-
comparable background of know-
ledge, culture, unique ability to 
overcome challenges and a reason-
able English. I work in the Family 
Law and Estate Planning Depart-
ment as an associate lawyer in 
Hapner Kroetz Advogados (LLC in 
Brazil), a medium size law firm in 
the capital of Paraná. Some say I 
didn´t have a professional focus 
during my year in London. I say I 
chose growing over focus. 

Fernanda Aranha Hapner 



Hear from UCL alumni… 

Roberto Kuster 
I studied the LLM in Litigation 
and Dispute Resolution at Uni-
versity College London. I wanted 
to study at UCL due to its global 
environment, world-class research 
and outstanding reputation. How-
ever, I was really amazed by the 
great team of mentors, the great 
induction week at Senate House 
and the quality of the materials, 
lectures, and assessment. I had Ne-
gotiation, Arbitration, Legal Ser-
vices, M&A and Taxation classes. 
My dissertation in Negotiation and 
Mediation had a distinction mark 
and was later published in Pep-
perdine Dispute Resolution Law 
Journal. 
My time at University College 
London was remarkable! I could 
immerse within the lectures and 
atmosphere the university has. 
Notwithstanding, I got more exper-
ience out from the LLM per se: I 
volunteered at the Grassroots Hu-
man Rights Project, was an extra 
for a movie and for a tv series, was 
a secret shopper, went out and 
traveled a lot – to 13 countries! It 
was a complete experience! 

A UCL LLM opened amazing op-
portunities in Brazil since I came 

b a c k h o m e . 
Since graduat-
ing with an LLM from UCL Laws 
in 2015, I have become one of the 
senior mediators of the “Mediated 
Indemnization Programme”, su-
pervising circa 1,500 cases at the 
Samarco dam collapse mediation 
programme. It is the largest medi-
ation programme in Brazil’s his-
tory, and one of the three largest in 
the world.  
On the academic side, I have now 
2 published articles and was ap-
proved at the PhD programme of 
the University of Coimbra, and I 
intend to continue on the studies of 
ADR and international mediation. I 
represent UCL at academic events 
in Brazil and I am one of three 
UCL Ambassadors in Brazil. 
I am also coordinating a mediation 
research group at the Federal Uni-
versity of Espirito Santo. This re-
search group competed and won 
the largest mediation competition 
of Latin America. We are now pre-
paring for the largest mediation 
competition of the planet: the ICC 
mediation competition.  
My best advice: Go deep in your 
experience at UCL and London! 
Start your way by and regulating 



your visa and documents for 
work (be work-ready!), and try-
ing for summer and winter jobs. 
Focus in an area you enjoy – and 
do not rush a career before you 
are truly prepared. 
Sometimes we keep comparing 
ourselves with the top achievers 

of the class and miss out great 
opportunities to expand academic 
horizons and overcome profes-
sional barriers. The success is on 
the path, not the destination it-
self. Go on! 

Roberto Kuster  
 

Hear from UCL alumni… 

Argyris Bentenioti 
Studying at a world-renowned uni-
versity, such as University College 
London, well-known for its aca-
demic excellence, was a dream of 
mine since I was in high school. 
Studying Law at UCL was an intel-
lectually transformative experi-
ence.  

The first thought that springs to 
mind about University College 
London, is the diverse international 
environment of the School. This 
environment allowed me to be 
open to different perspectives. I 
very much enjoyed meeting up 
with fellow students from all over 
the world to share experiences and 
discuss different viewpoints. This 
sense of being a citizen of the 
world was the most significant leg-
acy I acquired from UCL.   

The fundament-
al benefit from 
my studies (LLM International 
Law) in UCL was the fact that I 
had the opportunity to enrich my 
academic background, gain valu-
able knowledge on various legal 
fields and acquire useful guidance 
upon my future plans. 
The School’s interdisciplinary ap-
proach also enabled me, in my pro-
fessional life, to approach issues 
by looking at the wider picture and 
trying to find innovative solutions. 
What I will really remember from 
my time at UCL was how well 
prepared I was for deep academic 
thought, discussion and critical 
analysis. Being consistently chal-
lenged at every opportunity by stu-
dents and prominent professors 
forced me to think deeply and 
carefully about my point of view 



before attempting to present a 
reasoned and coherent argument; it 
was this disciplined structure that 
really helped me over the course of 
my career. 
After my graduation from UCL, I 
have made several scientific pub-
lications that mainly concern In-
ternational law, with emphasis on 
the protection of foreign investors. 
At the time being, I am doing my 
PhD at “Panteion University of 
Political and Social Sciences” in 
Athens, Greece. Additionally I col-
laborated with “University of 
Athens” as a Research Fellow, by 
lecturing and participating in vari-
ous research projects. Currently, I 
am Special Scientist at the “Eu-
ropean University Cyprus”, spe-
cialised in Public and International 
Law.  
Simultaneously, I am Senior Asso-
ciate at a Law Firm based in 
Athens (Benteniotis & Associates, 
Attorneys at Law) that mainly en-
gages with Public Law, Investment 
Law, Company Law and Banking 
Law.  Among others, we act as leg-
al advisors to a private equity in-

vestment platform representing the 
interests of worldwide financial in-
stitutions looking to invest in the 
Greek market and to various Greek 
luxury hotel chains. 
Success, no matter which career 
path you will choose to pursue, is 
consisted of these three key ele-
ments: hard work, discipline and 
motivation. After the completion of 
your studies, you will find 
yourselves in front of endless ca-
reer paths. You should explore 
your goals and dreams, and there 
lies the answer. Try to remain fo-
cused on your plans, with truthful 
dedication and genuine motivation 
and you will achieve your goals. 
As Mahatma Gandhi (UCL 
Alumni, leader of the Indian inde-
pendence movement) stated “Satis-
faction lies in the effort, not in the 
attainment, full effort is full vic-
tory”. After all, at the end of the 
day what really matters is the feel-
ing that you actually made a differ-
ence by moving one step forward. 

Argyris Benteniotis  



Hear from UCL alumni… 

Leo Lui 

Having obtained the LLB at UCL 
in  2009,  I  made  the  decision  to 
practise law as a barrister in Hong 
Kong. The prevailing route to legal 
qualification  in  Hong Kong is  by 
completing the Postgraduate Certi-
ficate in Laws (PCLL) course. Pri-
or  to  commencing  the  PCLL 
course, a holder of a foreign LLB 
degree  is  required  to  demonstrate 
competence in 14 areas of law (in-
cluding local Hong Kong laws and 
principles)  by  way  of  conversion 
examinations. 

Having passed the conversion ex-
aminations and the PCLL course, I 
commenced  pupillage  in  2011.  A 
full  period  of  pupillage  lasts  12 
months, during which a pupil bar-
rister  is  required to  spend a  min-
imum of 3 months in the criminal 
field  and another  3  months  enga-
ging  in  civil  work.  Once  a  pupil 
reaches the 6-month mark in his or 
her pupillage, he or she will be eli-
gible  to  seek  admission  to  the 
Hong  Kong  Bar  and  commence 
limited practice.

In  2012,  I 
commenced full  practice  in  Hong 
Kong. Being a very junior barrister 
at  that  time,  the  variety  of  work 
available  was  naturally  limited.  I 
started off  with  a  mixed practice, 
appearing  before  the  magistrates’ 
courts  for  short  criminal  matters, 
as well as drafting court documents 
and advice in civil cases.

As my practice progressed, with a 
stroke of luck,  I  received instruc-
tions to appear in more substantive 
hearings  in  the  higher  courts.  To 
date, I have had the opportunity to 
conduct  interlocutory  and  trial 
hearings in the District Court and 
Court of First Instance, as well as 
appearing before the appeal courts. 
Although  I  have  always  main-
tained  a  focus  on  civil  litigation, 
the elements of drama, spontaneity 
and  unpredictability  in  criminal 
trials  never  cease  to  excite  me.  I 
have  therefore  also  maintained  a 
criminal practice by regularly act-
ing as defence counsel as well as 
prosecuting for the Department of 
Justice of Hong Kong.



Undoubtedly, the Bar is a wonder-
fully  rewarding  career  for  those 
who  seek  excitement  and  enjoys 
indulging in legal research and ar-
gument. However, I feel I am ob-
liged  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
sound a gentle  note of  caution to 
potential  aspiring  barristers.  Get-
ting  a  career  at  the  Bar  off  the 
ground can be expensive business. 
Although loans,  grants and schol-
arships  are  available  from  the 
Hong Kong Bar Association, pupil 
barristers  in  Hong  Kong  unfortu-
nately  do not  enjoy the same de-
gree of financial assistance as their 
English  counterparts,  such  as  a 
guaranteed minimum salary during 
pupillage.  The beginning of  prac-
tice can be particularly challenging 
when  the  incoming  briefs  are 

already scarce, but when the work 
does actually come, everything you 
earn barely covers chambers rent!

Despite  the  initial  financial  hard-
ships, I  would not consider this a 
discouragement  to  ambitious  ad-
vocates who dream of earning their 
place  at  the  bar  table  in  court.  I 
would  however  advise  aspiring 
lawyers  to  undertake  both  intern-
ships with law firms and mini-pu-
pillages with sets of chambers,  in 
order to ensure that their attraction 
towards  a  barrister’s  work  suffi-
ciently  outweighs  the  financial 
risks  that  the  practice  necessarily 
entails! 

Leo Lui 

Hear from UCL alumni… 

Oliver Cheung 
I went to UCL to pursue a Master 
of Laws (LLM) in Intellectual 
Property. It has been a great learn-
ing experience offering courses 
that cover a broad range of topics 
within this area of law. Although 
the quality of education is as I ex-
pected from an institution such as 
UCL, it is the people that made my 
time there unforgettable; my 

c o u r s e 
mates were some of the brightest 
minds I have ever encountered. 
Together with the encouragement 
of our tutors, it really helped me 
develop my own intellectual curi-
osity in many things (not just intel-
lectual property law) that made my 
time in London that much more 
enjoyable.   



After my studies in UCL, I was 
able to secure a one-year internship 
at the Legal Section of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization 
(“WIPO”) in Geneva Switzerland, 
where I was involved in a range of 
tasks that related to the develop-
ment of IP services for member 
states.  
As I returned to Hong Kong, I 
worked for a year as an IP Execut-
ive, mainly in trademark related 
services, and was subsequently in-
volved (through a fellow UCL 
alumni in Hong Kong) as a volun-
teer coordinator with the Innova-
tion Forum, a global accelerator 
for science-based ventures.  
A year later, I continued to pursue 
my legal studies enrolling in the 
PCLL at the City University of 
Hong Kong, and I am now a train-
ee solicitor at a general services 

firm, where I work in a range of 
civil and criminal matters.  

The best advice I can give is to 
have an open mind and really 
treasure the time you have in UCL 
to connect with the people there. 
By immersing yourself in such an 
environment, you will surprise 
yourself with the new perspectives 
you discover. For example, if not 
for the encouragement from my 
course mates, I would not have 
even decided to apply for the in-
ternship at WIPO, let alone relocat-
ing to Switzerland, and had such 
an unforgettable experience work-
ing at an international organization 
(whilst writing my dissertation for 
the LLM).  

Oliver Cheung 
 

Hear from UCL alumni… 

Ignacio Díaz Sahr  
My name is Ignacio Díaz Sahr and 
I am a Chilean attorney who took 
the Master of Laws at UCL during 
the 2013-2014 academic year, with 
a specialization in Environmental 
Law and Policy. During my stay at 

U C L , I 
really enjoyed the critical but con-
structive approach to many of the 
environmental and energy law in-
stitutions studied over the year. I 
realized that several environmental 



regulations that are traditionally 
accepted as being effective in 
Chile, are in contrast constantly 
scrutinized and improved in other 
countries. In addition, the level of 
expertise of several professors, 
particularly in environmental, in-
ternational and energy law sub-
jects, was also a great opportunity 
to learn from persons who are 
leading their respective fields of 
law.  

Another favourable aspect of the 
LL.M was the presence of class-
mates from different cultures and 
with different professional back-
grounds. That allowed us to enrich 
the discussions in classes by con-
trasting different points of view. At 
the end, no matter how different 
our realities are, I realized there are 
many colleagues from different 
parts of the world that share simil-
ar views and values in relation to 
the protection of the environment. 
I also have very good memories 
regarding the time spent at the 
LL.M football team and the beer 
rounds after classes and final ex-
ams. The Faculty of Laws of UCL 
was a good choice to pursue post-
graduate studies in environmental 
and energy matters and to meet 

colleagues from different parts of 
the world.  

After my LL.M studies at UCL, I 
went onto Madrid to working for 
SunEdison, a multinational re-
newable-energy company, time in 
which I had the opportunity to 
participate in several M&A 
transactions for the acquisition of 
renewable businesses and pro-
jects in Spain, France, Italy and 
Mexico. Such opportunity al-
lowed me to interact with people 
of different professional back-
grounds, and to understand better 
how the renewable energy busi-
ness works. In July 2015, I re-
turned to Chile to work as senior 
associate at Arteaga Gorziglia & 
Cía., a law firm specialized in in-
frastructure and energy transac-
tions. I also teach a module fo-
cused on environmental conflicts 
and litigation at the Program in 
Environment and Sustainable 
Development at the Pontificia 
Universidad Católica de Chile.    

A short advice I can give to stu-
dents who want to embark on any 
successful career is, from the 
very beginning of your studies, 
try to start specializing in a sub-



ject that you find interesting. In 
my case, during my undergradu-
ate studies at the Pontificia Uni-
versidad Católica de Valparaiso, I 
developed a special interest in 
environmental law and energy 
law. With that purpose, I did my 
thesis in the environmental-legal 
regime of hydroelectric projects, 
which I later published as a book. 
Such publication, along with par-
ticipating in legal research pro-
jects, allowed me to get my first 
job focussed on environmental 

and energy law. Although spe-
cializing in an area of law you 
find interesting does not mean re-
fraining from developing other 
interests, that will allow you to 
differentiate from other under-
graduates and increase your pos-
sibilities to start working in 
something you enjoy.  

Ignacío Diaz Sahr    

 

Hear from UCL alumni… 

María Lucila Marchini 
A successful professional career 
can be defined and achieved in dif-
ferent ways − in fact, there are as 
many as people in the world. How-
ever, my experience abroad during 
the last two years has taught me 
that making thoughtful decisions, 
having clearly defined goals, act-
ively looking for opportunities and 
not feeling afraid of rejection, can 
place one on the right path.  

After working for five years as an 
associate with the arbitration and 
litigation team at a top law firm in 
Buenos Aires, I felt that the time 

had come to 
focus on gain-
ing deeper knowledge in my field. 
So, I left Argentina in September 
2015 to embark on my LL.M. in 
International Law at UCL. I had no 
doubt that UCL would be the ap-
propriate place to further develop 
my career considering that it is re-
cognized worldwide for its interna-
tional environment and academic 
excellence.  

The LL.M. program at UCL is or-
ganized in such way that it enabled 
me to concentrate my studies on 



modules that would strengthen the 
knowledge I had already acquired 
while working in Argentina. I must 
admit, before starting the academic 
year, I already knew which areas I 
wanted to focus on (international 
arbitration, investment law and in-
ternational law) so for me, the se-
lection of modules was straight-
forward. However, I would advise 
current students to make their se-
lections carefully as they will 
shape your profile for the job mar-
ket after graduation. As a professor 
and practitioner told me once: 
"You have to able to explain each 
decision you have taken as reflec-
ted in your CV."  

My experience at UCL was much 
broader than just attending lectures 
and studying at the library. I made 
time to attend the many confer-
ences and networking events on in-
ternational law and arbitration and 
I became the LL.M. Moot Co-
ordinator (one of the main activit-
ies offered for postgraduates stu-
dents). In addition, the relation-
ships I built during the academic 
year gave me a large network of 
professional contacts and friends 
around the world. Today, when I 
have a question in a particular jur-
isdiction or when I need to refer 
work to a specialist on a particular 
topic, my former UCL classmates 
are my first resort (and it also 
works the other way round!). 

Without a doubt, what UCL gave 
me during the LL.M. program was 
more than I expected both profes-
sionally, personally and academic-
ally.  

However, my experience abroad 
was not going to be entirely satis-
factory without going a step fur-
ther. I wanted to put into practice 
the expertise I acquired in arbitra-
tion and international law during 
my time at UCL. For such purpose, 
I started to look for jobs in London 
early in the academic year.  

Professors at UCL were very keen 
to provide career guidance − I am 
glad that I did not hesitate to reach 
them, even when they did not have 
a position to offer. UCL Careers 
Services was also supportive in 
this regard, helping to prepare my 
resume and profile according to the 
European job market. I submitted 
my applications and had interviews 
at Biglaw firms lined up during the 
exam term, which of course was a 
little stressful. However, having a 
clear aim (i.e. being able to suc-
cinctly answer "what do you want 
to do?" and "why arbitration?") 
aided the whole process.  

After many interviews and exams 
with different firms, I received an 
offer from Herbert Smith Freehills 
to become an arbitration intern in 
London for three months. How-
ever, to my surprise, I was also 



asked if I would be interested in in-
terviewing with a New York-based 
International Arbitration partner to 
explore the possibility of moving 
there instead. In the end, I accepted 
an offer to become a Visiting At-
torney in Herbert Smith Freehills' 
New York for 18 months − far ex-
ceeding my expectations!  

Today, I can proudly say that I am 
getting the most of my experience 
in New York and I am learning and 
further developing my skills as a 
lawyer. At Herbert Smith Freehills 
I work as part of a strong and di-
verse team on both commercial 

and investment arbitration cases 
and we are also engaged in Latin 
American work which allows me 
(coming from Argentina) to 
provide added value. Although 
moving to the Big Apple was not 
originally part of my plan, I have 
learned, as I said at the beginning, 
that success can be achieved and 
defined in many different ways, 
and for me, joining Herbert Smith 
Freehills' New York office was the 
right fit.  

María Lucila Marchini 



Learn about Slaughter and May  

A world of difference

Lawyers from 

84
universities

250+ 
workshops 

and schemes

80
training contracts

Laws, international markets, global institutions… all changing every 
day. So how do we, as an international law fi rm, create the agility of 
mind that enables us to guide some of the world’s most infl uential 
organisations into the future?

By allowing bright people the freedom to grow. By training 
lawyers in a way that develops a closer understanding of 
clients through working on a wider range of transactions. By 
fostering an ethos of knowledge sharing, support and mutual 
development by promoting from within and leaving the 
clocks outside when it comes to billing. To learn more 
about how our key differences not only make a world 
of difference to our clients, but also to our lawyers and 
their careers, visit 

slaughterandmay.com/careers



© UCL Law Society


	Foreword
	I’d like to qualify in…
	France
	Germany
	Scotland
	Spain
	Singapore
	Malaysia
	Russia
	India
	Hear from UCL alumni…
	Julio César Betancourt
	Fernanda Aranha Hapner
	Roberto Kuster
	Argyris Bentenioti
	Leo Lui
	Oliver Cheung
	Ignacio Díaz Sahr
	María Lucila Marchini
	Learn about Slaughter and May

